
















LAC’s Solar Resource



Job Creation: US Solar Industry

Source:  Green columns are estimates from the Solar Energy Industries Association. Blue columns are from The Solar Foundation’s 
National Solar Jobs Census 2010 and 2011 reports.
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Revenue Generation: US Solar Industry

Source: SEIA/GTM Research - 2010 Year in Review Report http://www.seia.org/galleries/pdf/SMI-YIR-2010-ES.pdf
SEIA/GTM Research- 2009 year in Review Supplemental Charts
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Export Opportunities: US Solar Industry

Source: GTM Research, US Solar Energy Trade Assessment 2011







RPS Policies

Renewable portfolio standard

Renewable portfolio goal

29 states + 

DC and PR have 
an RPS

(8 states have goals)

DC

Source: www.dsireusa.org / September 2011



Net Metering

State policy

Voluntary utility program(s) only

43 states + 

DC & PR have 
adopted a net 

metering policy

DC

Source: www.dsireusa.org / September 2011



Rebate Programs for Renewables

Utility, local and/or non-profit program(s) only

State program(s) + utility, local and/or non-profit program(s)

State program(s) only

Puerto Rico 

DC

19 states 
+ DC & PR

offer rebates 
for renewables

Source: www.dsireusa.org / September 2011



3rd-Party Solar PV Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs)

Apparently disallowed by state or otherwise restricted by legal barriers 

Status unclear or unknown

Authorized by state or otherwise currently in use, at least in certain jurisdictions within in the state

Puerto Rico

At least 21 
states + PR 
authorize or 

allow 3rd-party 
solar PV PPAs

Source: www.dsireusa.org / July 2011



Recommendations

• Create transparent public/private advisory committee

• Conduct needs assessment

• Establish realistic renewable energy targets

• Monitor and track performance

• Launch public education campaign 

• Encourage private investments via smart policies 

• Collaborate with neighbors to ensure policy uniformity

• Long-term policy certainty is key




